View Online

Welcome to the March edition of the
Father's House newsletter, filled with
educational information, Father's
House news, and upcoming events.
We welcome your feedback as we
continuously add value to these
updates.

Announcing New Dates!
Father's House
Israel - Jordan Experience
June 1 - June 15, 2016
It's not too late to sign up at:
fathershousefoundation.com/pages/u
pcoming-trips.php

We still have sponsorship and team
slots available for this year's golf
tournament on May 6. For more
information go to:
fathershousefoundation.com/golf2016

Starting at sundown on March 23 and continuing until sundown on March 24, Jewish
families all over the world will observe the Feast of Purim with pastries known as
Hamantaschen, children dressing up as their favorite Biblical heroes, and the reading of the
Megillat Esther - the book of Esther.
The Feast of Purim is a holiday that declares the faithfulness of God to His covenant
people, Israel, and affirms that He is the only god that man can trust as a god that keeps his
word and cares for his children wherever they are.
Purim (which means "lots") carries multiple ironic hidden messages because Haman, the
story's villain and enemy of the Jews, plotted to eradicate them by casting lots. Esther Hadassah as she was named at birth - remained hidden in King Xerxes' palace as a Jewish
woman. Her Persian name Esther, most likely given to her upon entering the Persian king's
court, comes from a root word meaning "hidden." Hidden from all for a good reason...the
time for revelation had not yet come.
Esther's story begins with King Xerxes' banishment of the former queen and his search for a
new queen (Esther 1:10 - 2:4). At the proclamation of the king's decree, Esther's uncle,
Mordekhai - who had raised her as his own after her parents' death - saw to it that she
responded to the decree and was then taken into the king's house and put under the care
of a palace servant. Esther won favor with the palace servant. He lost no time giving her
cosmetics, special food, and seven girls from the king's palace to attend to her (Esther 2:8 9). Esther 2:10 tells us Mordekhai instructed her not to tell of her people, or her family ties
- basically her Jewishness.
After the 12 month requirement of beauty treatments, each girl had her turn to appear
before the king in an effort to win his favor and ultimately, to become his choice for queen.
Each girl was given whatever items she wanted from the harem's house to increase her
chances for favor with the king. At Esther's turn, she asked for no additional items, yet she
was admired by all who saw her on her way to appear before the king. Esther 2:17 reveals
none of the other girls obtained such favor and approval from him. Esther had won the
heart of the king! Surely God had His hand upon Esther and caused the king to smile on
her. Surely "the king's heart in Adonai's hand is like streams of water - He directs it
wherever He pleases" Proverbs 21:1.
After Esther is made queen, Mordekhai becomes aware that Haman (may his name be
blotted out forever) has devised a plan to exterminate all of the Jewish people living in King
Xerxes' provinces. Mordekhai is able to reveal this news to Queen Esther. It is this famous
exchange between Mordekhai and Esther where we get the well-known and powerful
scripture: "Don't suppose that merely because you happen to be in the royal palace
you will escape any more than the other Jews. For if you fail to speak up now, relief
and deliverance will come to the Jews from a different place; but you and your
father's family will perish. Who knows whether you didn't come into your royal
position for such a time as this" (Esther 4:13 - 14). Mordekhai knew the God of Israel is
a covenant keeping God. So much so that he could say in earnest that God would deliver
His people. But if Esther did not use her position as the queen, she would not be one who
received that deliverance. Wow.
We know the end of the story. Amazingly, when Esther approaches the king - which would
result in death if he did not let down his sceptor - she receives the necessary sign of
approval to speak. She reveals the plot, the devisor of the plot, and her Jewish lineage and
asks for her life and the life of her people. The rest, as they say, is history. Beautiful
history.
As supporters of Israel, we know that persecution is woven into their existence. The story of
Esther should remind us of many things:
1) God can use someone who may appear unimportant to accomplish great things, if that
person is willing to dedicate himself/herself to God;
2) God remains faithful to His people, Israel. He miraculously guards them and maintains
His promises to them;
3) Because the covenant promise to Abraham remains unbroken, we know the enemies of
Israel will inevitably fail;
4) Scripture assures us the haughty will be destroyed; the humble will be exalted (God
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble - James 4:6);
5) God's ways are higher than our ways. He often works in ways we cannot understand or
conceive. This requires humble obedience from us and complete trust in Him.
We at Father's House fully recognize this persecution will continue and require our everfaithful support for the land of Israel and the people of Israel - whether they are living in the
Land or not. We believe that our ministry at Father's House, as well as your support of our
ministry, has been brought together for "such a time as this."

Interested in trying your hand at the
traditional Purim pastry Hamantaschen?
Check out these recipes and get your
rolling pins out!
http://www.joyofkosher.com/2012/02/topten-hamantash-recipes/

Check out what some of our ministry
partners have been up to over the last
several months

KSM Alumni leading innovation in
journalism
Christian Stephen is doing amazing work
in journalism today, founded Freelance
Society Productions, is now Global Editor
at RIOT news, appearing on major news
networks Like FoxNews, MSNBC, and
Larry King, and is breaking important
stories on the front lines of the conflict
zones in the middle east! Read more...
Last semester KSM's graduate class
produced a film called "Victory in Christ",
telling the stories of Christian refugees
that have fled from the persecution in
Iraq. Their goal was to find the stories of
Christians who have a victorious
testimony that have come from hard
tragedy but are standing strong, the intent
is to be a voice of encouragement to the
Church, to trust God in the midst of trials.
Read more... (you can also click the
picture to go straight to the video)

New Video:
Stay tuned for some exciting events from Father's House in the near future. We are excited
to begin work on the first videos of the new educational video series "Living Lessons from
the Land" by Dr. John Turner. Initial video footage was taken on location in Israel during
our February journey. Video production is being supplied by Father's House's very own
ministry partner Kings School of Media based in Jerusalem.
Passover Seder:
Father's House is also hosting a Passover Seder and dinner on April 23 with a Seder
presentation given by Messianic teacher Mario Medina. More details to come soon!
Thank You!
In closing, all of the staff at Father's House: Byron, Joe, John, and Claryssa wish to express
our immense gratitude for your continued support for our ministry. We could not minister in
the ways we minister without our faithful friends - YOU - that make our work possible. Stay
in touch with us this year. We have many exciting events on the horizon.
We love you! God bless each of you with His highest blessings!
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